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editorial:

Lambeth Report: Was it a Defining Moment?
had, frankly, feared this Lambeth Conference might be The bishops of the South did not want to talk about sex,

Ithe last. But in the light of the Conferences clear affir- but they did want to talk about Scripture, so the next day they
mation of the authority of the Bible in its common life, I passed a Resolution on Scripture that “reaffirms the primary

now hope to see another in ten years time (though some authority of the Scriptures, according to their testimony and
hinted maybe not in Canterburyl). This Lambeth Confer- supported by our own historic formularies.” It goes on to
ence, according to Archbishop George Carey, was a “defin- urge “that the Biblical text be handled respectfully, coher-
ing moment” for Anglicanism. For this reason, Encompass ently, and consistently... believing that Scriptural revelation
will devote two issues to it. First, we will give a little of the must continue to illuminate, challenge and transform cultures,
color of the Conference, for it was colorful, with the greens structures, and ways of thinking, especially those that pre-
of England in summer, the purple of 755 bishops in suit, dominate today.”
and the rich variety of races and cultures who met in Christ. International Debt was a major issue at the Conference.

During the first two weeks of the Conference, bishops The Conference called for a macro-economic policy of re-
met in four “sections” to discuss matters of ethics, mission structuring debt, as is being done by the World Bank, and
and evangelism, pluralism, and ecumenism. Each of these forgiving “unpayable” debt. It also endorsed the Five Talents
sections produced Resolutions, as did the nine global “re- Project, a micro-credit plan for poor people in the Third World,
gions.” The final week_was taken up with presenting, amend- which was sponsored by our affiliate Institute for Religion
ing, and voting on these Resolutions. and Democracy. Bishop Simon Chiwanga, the chairman of

The Human Sexuality Resolution was the fruit of a very the Anglican Consultative Council, sponsored Five Talents and
complex “process” that often looked like a chess match. Archbishop George Carey gave the first gift of .-£1,000. “We are

Significantly, the official committee plus four regions — two delighted and ready to go to work raising the start-up money,"
in Africa, South East Asia, and Latin America — all produced said Diane Knippers of IRD.
orthodox, biblical Resolutions. The trick was to gather them The most coherent Report of the Conference was titled
into one resolution that could be passed. With the help of “Called to Live and Proclaim the Good News." Based on this
Archbishop Carey and the cooperation of the African bish- Report, which we strongly supported, the Conference resolved
ops, the strong final Resolution was crafted on the floor of to “reaffirm our faith in the doctrines of the Nicene Creed as

the Conference after three sweaty hours [see inset]. the basis of what is to believed, lived and proclaimed by the
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churches of the Anglican Communion,” and to “accept the question to Bishop Colin Buchanan, who publisheda book
imperative character of our call to mission and evangelism as on the eve of the Conference titled Is the Church of En-
grounded in the very nature of the God who is revealed to gland Biblical? “I suspect the real thing it will be remem-
us." bered for ,” he said, “is a power shift from the West to the

With regard to the Unity of the Anglican Communion, the South. The Sexuality Resolution may be important for its

Conference rebuffed the American Church's canon revision reaffirmation of the biblical base of the Communion, and it
last summer that delegitimized those who are opposed to also illustrates the power and continuing influence of the
women's ordination. In Resolution III.2 (b), the Conference Third World churches.”
“for the purpose of maintaining this unity, calls upon the prov- I also interviewed a dynamic young Nigerian bishop,
inces to of the Communion to uphold the principle of an Josiah Idowu-Fearon, who has taken the Decade of Evan-

‘Open Reception’ as it relates to the ordination of women to gelism to heart, multiplying churches in two dioceses in
the priesthood." This Resolution confirms the stance taken by the past eight years. What does he hope the next decade

AAC at the 1997 General Convention. will mean for the Anglican Communion? Idowu-Fearon re-

We had two setbacks. The Conference accepted in its Eu- plied: “The Decade of Transformation." The first transfor-
thanasia Report a proposal to consider the withdrawal of food mation, he told me, is personal transformation through faith
and water from persons in a “permanent vegetative state” as in Christ: “If you don't have Jesus Christ, you don't have

acceptable “medical intervention.” Archbishop Moses Tay, who the message.”
is himself a doctor, opposed this on the floor, but our amend- But he also noted that churches that have experienced
ment got finessed into a committee and lost. explosive growth need to consolidate that growth with solid

On the last session of the last day, the Americans won a teaching and discipleship. “We need to provide the instruc-
pyrrhic victory in passing a Resolution on Diocesan B0und- tion and guidance that will bring those who have the new
arles, which reaffirms that “it is deemed inappropriate birth to maturity."
behaviour for any bishop or priest of this Communion to ex- If leadership does indeed pass to the hands of such

ercise episcopal or pastoral ministry within another diocese.” leaders as Josiah Idowu-Fearon, Anglicanism's future in the
This was aimed at Bishop John Rucyahana of Rwanda, who new millennium may be bright indeed.
has taken oversight of a church in Little Rock, Arkansas. We

shall comment further on this question in the next issue. Stephen Noll, Editor O
So was Lambeth 1998 a “defining moment”? I asked this
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Resolution 1.10 of the Lambeth Conference
Human Sexuality
This Conference:

I.commends to the Church the sub-section report on human sexuality;

II.in view of the teaching of Scripture, upholds faithfulness in marriage between a man and a woman in lifelong

union, and believes that abstinence is right for those who are not called to marriage;

III.recognises that there are among us persons who experience themselves as having a homosexual orientation.

Many of these are members of the Church and are seeking the pastoral care, moral direction of the Church, and

God’s transforming power for the living of their lives and the ordering of relationships. We commit ourselves to

listen to the experience of homosexual persons and We wish to assure them that they are loved by God and that

all baptised, believing and faithful persons, regardless of sexual orientation, are full members of the Body of Christ;

IV.while rejecting homosexual practice as incompatible with Scripture, calls on all our people to minister pastorally

and sensitively to all irrespective of sexual orientation and to condemn the irrational fear of homosexuals, violence

within marriage and any trivialisation and commercialisation of sex;

V.cannot advise the legitimizing or blessing same sex unions nor ordaining those involved in same gender unions;

VI.requests the Primates and the ACC to establish a means of monitoring the Work done on the subject of human

sexuality in the Communion and to share statements and resources among us.

VII.notes the significance of the Kuala Lumpur Statement on Human Sexuality and the concerns expressed in Reso-

lutions IV.26, V.1, V.10, V.25 and V55 on the authority of Scripture in matters of marriage and sexuality and asks

the Primates and the ACC to include them in their monitoring process.

Passed 526 Yes; 70 No; 45 Abstain
August 5, 1998


