
Karratha and  
the Economic 
Downturn

Mining towns in Australia are well 
known for boom and bust cycles.  Old 
timers who have survived previous boom 
and busts usually just laugh at the  
reactions of newbies.  They make 
comments like, “what do you expect, it’s 
mining” or “what, you expected the good 
times to last forever”.  Sadly, this bust 
period saw many of the ‘old timers’ pack 
their bags and leave town. Some with 
nothing to show for their time in the  
Pilbara and so unable to afford to live here 
any longer; others with pockets bursting 
from new found wealth through selling 
their property.  These were followed  
by the people who bought those  
properties at the height of the boom, but 
now unemployed, houses repossessed  
by the banks, filing for bankruptcy, or 
contemplating suicide (with some  

succeeding).  This 
is the gloomy  
reality for many in 
the ‘City’ of Karratha.

We are in our 15th year in Karratha. 
Back in 2002 when we arrived the town 
was quite stable with people comfortably 
employed; housing and rental prices 
normal; crime very low; and people  
optimistic about the future.  We have 
watched with sadness as the madness 
descended forcing long term residents 
to leave town; while new people, looking 
to make their fortune from the ‘mining 
boom’, have taken their place.  House 
prices rose from an average of $300,000 
to $1,200,000.  Rental prices spiralling 
from $200 per week to $1000 per week 
for an old 1 bedroom bed sit; and up to 
$4000 per week for a 4x2 with a pool.  
Then, suddenly, it was all gone.

Through all of this the church family 
has continued to minister and reach out 
to our community.  As a result we’ve 
experienced many challenges; provided 
many counselling hours and suicide  
interventions; and shared many sad  

farewells to beloved congregation  
members.

Is there an up-side to this?  Yes  
there is.  Some, who managed to survive 
the cycle, now find they can afford to 
buy a house and become more settled.  
Others have been able to find work and 
economical accommodation for the first 
time in 5 years.  The town (sorry the 
‘City’) is beginning to normalise again.  
God’s church is still here, still growing, 
still presenting the Gospel of Jesus, 
still ministering to the thousands who 
currently call Karratha home.  God is still 
on the throne.  Jesus is still Lord.  People 
still need him as their Saviour.  He hasn’t 
left town.  Hallelujah!!

By Rev Les Gaulton, Karratha
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Boom and Bust

Psalm 133 says that there is 
a place of commanded blessing 
where brothers in unity dwell. 
This Psalm describes our time  
of ministry in newman. As 
Derek’s warden Tich said when 
welcoming the BCA tour to  
newman last year, “We are a 
church with a big heart, serving 
a God with a big heart, in the 

heart of the Pilbara”.
Home is where your heart is. 

Home is where you are called by 
God to serve Him. On arriving in 
newman we declared newman 
our home. We would love it and 
we did love it! We committed 
ourselves to building a sense 
of community in a church with 

people from many nations, many 
denominational backgrounds 
and numerous shifts. We knew 
the strength of our church would 
depend on the way the people 
loved God and loved each other. 
So, we decided to camp  
together! In the six years in 
newman we ran 15 camps.

home is where your heart is By Rev Derek & Amanda McArtney 
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We prayed. We Prayed as a church and we prayed 
daily for the church. 

After eighteen months of community building, we 
felt we had the blessing of unity as spoken about in 
the Psalm. As a congregation we then went on to do 
some amazing things for a church in the middle of the 
desert. In a matter of seven days, we packed two sea 
containers full of clothes, first aid kits and toiletries 
to the Philippines after a massive cyclone hit. We did 
easter outreaches, contacting a couple of hundred of 
unchurched families; we also visited a remote  
community and formed a strong Christian link with 
them. Then came the truckies outreach where we 
prayed for the truck drivers as we met them in the 
truck bays. Derek’s role of Chaplain to the Roy Hill 
construction phase provided the opportunity for four 
thousand men and women to hear the Gospel of 
Jesus.  It also enabled men at church to grow in their 
leadership roles. Children and youth Bible studies  
began with every child of school age in our  
congregation attending a weekly Bible study.

The op shop ministry has grown from two tiny tin 
sheds, to St Garages with a huge shed and donga.   
It now gives goods to remote communities and also 
the disadvantaged here in newman.  funds generated  
enable us to bless our link ugandan diocese in  
Karamoja, along with several other ministries.

But most importantly, we have seen lives changed 
by the power of the Gospel. We have seen the word of 
God pierce the heart of the wicked and transform them 
into saints. Hallelujah! Blessed to be a blessing.

 After long service leave, Derek will take up the 
role of senior Chaplain to Mission to Seafarers at Port 
Hedland. He is excited about the challenge of giving 
pastoral oversight in this setting and is keen to train 
up evangelists for ministry with seafarers.

 We thank God for the prayers of faithful people like 
yourselves and the enormous support given by BCA.

home is where your 
heart is continues...  
By Rev Derek & Amanda McArtney 
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A return journey 
By Rev Eion Simmons

We’re back! Our ministry journey in the north West Diocese 
began in 2012 when we moved to Broome.  I served as the 
assistant minister there for 2 years.  We then moved down the 
coast to become “Pilbaraised” in 2014 serving as the assistant 
minister in Port Hedland.  In late 2015, my role changed,  
sharing my workload between serving the parish and as a 

chaplain at the Mission to Seafarers.  In October last year it 
sadly seemed our time of ministry in the north West Diocese 
had come to an end.  So we packed up all our worldly pos-
sessions and the seven of us, with trailer in tow, set off on an 
extended family holiday. 

We visited friends in the north West, along with family and 
friends in Perth and Albany.  The reality that this “holiday” 
was actually “unemployment” didn’t take long to sink in as we 
explored opportunities to serve God in various contexts across 
Australia.  But with much excitement, the week before  

 Christmas we accepted Bishop Gary’s invitation to re-join the 
north West Diocese, to serve the Geraldton Cathedral as the 
Children and Youth Minister - Praise God!  We’re thrilled to be 
here as part of the Cathedral staff team and getting to know 
and serve our new church family and broader community. 

After Broome and Port Hedland it feels like we’ve come to 
the “Big Smoke”.  Some of the things we’re getting used to  
include adapting to traffic lights; cold rain (it’s always warm 
rain in the Kimberly and Pilbara); and being able to walk to 
church.  Having been responsible for the children’s ministry in 

Broome, that aspect of my new role isn’t completely foreign - 
with Sunday School oversight, teaching CRe and Kid’s clubs 
all part of the work. But it has been a while since I was heavily 
involved with youth ministry, so it will take a little longer to get 
my head around this ministry. Cathedral ministry is also new 
for us with 4 services each Sunday, a Wednesday morning  
service, and monthly services held elsewhere - it certainly 
doesn’t feel “small church”.  As we start on this new adventure 
please pray for us - pray we’ll settle in quickly as a family and 
love the church family and community well as we hold out the 
hope of the gospel to everyone.

Blessings & Challenges 
By Rev Michael & Karen Baines - Broome

We left Sydney for Broome about a year ago, and we  
definitely don’t regret it.  There are a few challenges, like the 
heat, distance from family and old friends, and some social 
challenges within and around Broome.  Outweighing these are  
the blessings of being here, like the wonderful church family, 
the beautiful surroundings and the camaraderie between the 
ministers of the diocese.  even though we’re spread out over 
such a vast area (25% of Australia) there’s a real sense that 
we’re all working on the same team and looking out for each 
other.  I’m really excited about Broome being a real  
pan-Australian ministry, because the people coming to church 
are from all over the country for brief and extended periods.  

Please pray (maybe when Broome appears on the weather 
report) that we will use this strategic position we’re in to have a 
really positive impact for the Lord across Australia, and indeed 
here in our own backyard.

Community Involvement 
An interview with Rev Dave & Priya Morgan at Paraburdoo

Q: Dave what do you really enjoy about living in the Pilbara?
Dave: I enjoy how people appreciate community involvement. 
Belonging to the local fire Brigade and the men’s shed are two 
involvements I thoroughly enjoy. I also love knowing my  
neighbours by name and chatting with them from time to time.

Q: What about you Priya, what do you enjoy?
Priya: Getting to know women from the community through the 
opportunities play dates and play groups with evie provide. I value 
being able to walk into the one stop shopping area and have a  
chat with community members.  I’m thankful for the supportive 
relationships arising from knowing and befriending our church 
family and neighbours, especially because we don’t have the usual 
family support. 

Q: Dave what are the key challenges for life in the Pilbara?
Dave: The constant goodbyes are difficult.  Over the past 12 
months many friends from within and without the church have left 
town - and we miss them.

Q: Priya – What do you find challenging?  
Priya: Observing Christians in town who don’t have time for 
meeting with God’s family;  along with constantly saying goodbye.  
I miss being able to have a day off at a nice park or lake as a family, 
since the weather or environment is just too hot or harsh.

No Longer strangers 
By Rev David & Traci Mitchell – Dongara

We moved to Dongara in October 2015 when I was  
appointed as the minister in charge.  We really like our town. 
It’s laid back and the weather is excellent, most of the time.  
Though Dongara is a little too small to accommodate everything 
we need in terms of health care and retail options, Geraldton is 
under an hour away.  

Since we moved here, I’ve been invited to join the local 
RSL as a social member and have played a bit of social sport.  
Traci became the vice president of the play group and recently 
returned to Physio work one day a week.  Daphne is enjoying  
school; while edward loves his play groups and day care.  
We’ve really appreciated getting to know our church family 
well.  Our brothers and sisters in Christ have been nothing 
but encouraging and supportive.  Our priority so far has been 
getting to know the church family and wider community.  The 
great challenge for 2017 is to set some clear goals for the next 
few years and begin making them a reality.  

What do we desire?  To encourage the worship of God at 
each of our services; to grow our current core members in 
discipleship; to see people on the fringe of church brought in  
to be vital members of our congregations; to reach out in  
gracious witness to the thousands of people in our parish who 
are strangers to the love of Christ Jesus.

Eion & Clare with Caleb, Josiah, Aurora, Ngaire and Hayley

Africa bound By Bishop Gary Nelson

After easter Christine and I will be going to Africa for three 
weeks of ministry.  As a diocese we’re linked with the Anglican 
diocese of Karamoja in uganda.  We seek to support particular  
projects (eg. provision of running water; enabling young 
people to have an education otherwise unavailable to them).  
Another area of support is provision of in-service training for 
clergy, which I have the privilege to be part of every 18 months 
or so.  This year, through the generous giving of many, we 
have sufficient funds for 80 ministers, spouses and church 
workers to participate in a discipleship training course.  Praise 
God for his followers kindness!

Theological education is the big need for the rapidly growing  
number of churches across Africa.  I thank God for the  
opportunity to share in this work.  It is encouraging being with 
these brothers and sisters in Christ, serving the Lord in the 
midst of difficult circumstances.  Please keep praying for the 
ministers and congregations of this remote, poor diocese (Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
31 in our Prayer Diary) - especially as they cope with the  
demands of limited resources (including small church  
buildings); and the shortage of pastoral assistance for the 
ever-increasing number of people becoming Christians.

Travelling to Africa is very confronting!  You’re easily  
overwhelmed with the poverty surrounding every step you 
take.  In contrast, our life in Australia is so abundant in every 
way.  Ministering there comes with a challenge – a challenge  
to my sense of humility and willingness to sacrifice for the 
gospel.  To live, just for a brief moment, amongst people who 
have so little yet keep rejoicing in the Lord, affects you deep 
down.  It drives me to reflect again on Philippians 2:3-8

Continues Page 4...



Bishop Ged Muston: Diocese of Nw Australia 1982-1991 
By Rev Bill Ross OAM

As Bishop, Ged Muston provided a fourfold legacy to the Diocese. 

1. He and his wife Laurel were a living example of loving relationship 
and support, along with shared life and ministry.  

2. Bishop Ged focused on mutual care and encouragement in his 
preaching, and lived it out in his constant parish visitation.

3.  Ged’s ‘long suit’ in preaching and teaching was every member  
ministry in the body of Christ.

4.  The visible legacy of Ged’s ten year ministry are the six church  
buildings and two rectories from the top to the bottom of the  
diocese, made possible by the Outback Church foundation.

Bishop Ged died in Perth on the 9th May 2017.  Many thanks to God 
for this faithful servant and his wife. In their ministry of the gospel they 
have contributed to the lives of many of God’s people and his Church in 
north West Australia in significant and lasting ways. Glory to God.

sUpportING GospEL  
MINIstrY IN thE North wEst

PersoNal Details: (please print)

name:  ..........................................................................................

Address:  .......................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Phone:  ..........................................................................................

email:  ...........................................................................................

c i want to be a Prayer PartNer  
Please send me the northwest network

c i’m interested in training for MiNistry in NWa

c i’d like to discuss serviNg in NWa as a..    
m tentmaker
 m retired Minister
 m Parish Minister

c i want to be a FiNaNcial PartNer  
Please use my gift for:
Where it is most needed c

Ministry in/for  ........................................................ c

My Support will be via,

•  Electronic Transfer to:
   Diocese of north West Australia ACf  
   BSB 706-001   A/C no. 30003846
   for the amount of $ ..............................................

c

Or $  .......................  every  .....................................

•  Cheque/postal note (payable to Diocese of north West Australia)

c Please send me details concerning a bequest to the 
Diocese of NWa.

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not only 
to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Have this mind among yourselves, which 
is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross 1

What an amazing Lord willing to serve us, even 
to the point of death.  What a challenge to our frail 
efforts of humility and sacrifice.  May God renew us 
so our lives witness to this Lord and his work on  
the cross.  Please pray that our ministry in the  
north West will echo Paul’s words in Philippians 2.  
We should also pray for our ministry in Karamoja.  
Thank you again for your generous support for gospel 
ministry in this remote corner of Australia.
1The Holy Bible: english Standard Version (2016) Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.

ProFessioNal staNDarDs
The Diocese of north West Australia seeks to be a safe place for all.   If you have a 

complaint or a question about sexual abuse or inappropriate behaviour please contact 
the Director of Professional Standards:  tracie chambers-clark (JP)  
Phone: (08) 9325 7455  email: tchambers-clark@perth.anglican.org

st Mark’s  
Kalbarri  
– Celebrating 25 Years

Around fifty people gathered on Sunday 12th february 2017 to  
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the opening of the St Mark’s church 
building by Bishop Anthony nichols on 9th february 1992.  This event 
was one of Bishop nichols first official duties, since he had only days 
before been consecrated as the fifth Bishop of the Diocese of north 
West Australia.  Kalbarri is one of seven Outback Church foundation  
church buildings in our diocese; built as the result of extensive 
fund-raising by the wider church in Australia.  The anniversary  
celebration and thanksgiving service was led by the Minister-in-Charge, 
Rev David Day; while Bishop Gary nelson preached from ephesians 
4:1-6 about the church’s identity and purpose. 

Mr Graham Dunn, Kalbarri’s Rector’s Warden and resident for over 
forty years, read the Bible during the service.  Many past parishioners  
and clergy who had been involved with Kalbarri during its history 
attended the service and enjoyed a catered lunch afterwards.  Clergy 
representing ministries in Geraldton, Bluff Point, and northampton also 
joined in the celebration.  It was heart-warming to see many children at 
the anniversary service.  This reminded us of the urgency to reach out 
to our neighbours in Kalbarri with the gospel message which has the 
power to save.  

Over lunch Mr Graham Dunn noted how Kalbarri had been blessed 
with many fine lay and ordained Christian folk throughout the years, 
who had sacrificed to see the establishment of ministry in Kalbarri and 
its continued effect in the town.  The bishop reminded us that the  
anniversary of St Mark’s church building was not only a time to  
celebrate God’s goodness to His people at Kalbarri, but also to trust in 
the Lord Jesus for the future of ministry amongst the community.

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to 
one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one  
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through 
all and in all.”     (Ephesians 4:4-6)

Africa bound continues...


