
Our last visit in October 2013  
enabled running water to be  
connected at the diocesan centre 
(thanks to Murray Wilding); while I 
taught in their Lay training college 
and at a number of churches. This 
trip is aimed at providing a week of 
intensive in-service teaching for the 
ministers of the diocese. And to  
deliver new born baby clothes,  
knitted by many here in Geraldton, 
for the Amudat hospital. Thank you to 
all who have contributed to make this 
visit possible.

It will also be a wonderful privilege 
to commence the visit by seeing a 
friend, Alfred Olwa, at the Uganda 
Christian University. He has given me 
the opportunity to not only meet with 
theological students, but to preach 
at their 2000 strong chapel services. 
Then it will be flying with MAF to 
Moroto, teaching at the intensive, 
preaching at their cathedral and 
returning again via MAF to Kampala.  
The Rev Michael Steinwede, a long 
time friend, will be accompanying me 
to share in the intensive.

After this Uganda visit I will journey  
on to South Africa to firm up a link 
with the Anglican Church in Port  
Elizabeth. This will involve preaching,  
meeting with local ministers and 
speaking at church events.

I find it so encouraging to meet with 
our brothers and sisters in Africa  

(which I have had the 
opportunity of doing  
since the mid 90s).  
Their enthusiasm is infectious, along 
with their desire to grow in the  
Christian faith. I always leave both 
lifted up, yet acutely aware of the 
many needs and challenges facing 
African Christians. But our God is 
gracious and faithful, most notably  
in rescuing us from sin and its  
judgement through the cross of 
Christ. These words from the Sermon 
on the Mount have gripped me as I 
have been preparing the material on 
discipleship (Matthew 5:3, 6, 10):

Blessed are the poor in spirit for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled.
Blessed are those who are  
persecuted because of  
righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.
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Bound for Africa  

I write this preparing for a trip to Africa - always  
exciting but daunting.  As you may know, the diocese 
has established a link with the Anglican Church in  
Karamoja - a relatively under-resourced and remote  
region in eastern Uganda.

in the footsteps of Paul, April 5 - 22, 2016. 

This tour provides a terrific occasion to enjoy 
fellowship together, while experiencing  
locations where Paul ministered in both  

Greece and Turkey.  

Our itinerary includes a tour of the  

GalliPOli COve
how significant during the centenary events  

remembering the sacrifices of the Great War and 
our own ANZAC tradition.  

A unique fund 
rAising event

3 Holiday information Sessions
Beverly Hills Kingsgrove Anglican Church 
Mon 13 July @ 7pm - 119 Morgan St, Beverly Hills

Miranda St Luke’s Anglican Church
Tue 14 July @ 3:30pm - Cnr The Kingsway &  
Jackson Ave, Miranda

Sydney CBD BCA Sydney Office 
Wed 15 July @ 3pm - Level 7, 37 York Lane, Sydney

Christian Fellowship Tours 
has offered the diocese  
an opportunity to host a 
FunD raiSinG TOur

Christine and i hope you will  
be able to join us.

Diocesan Office 08 9921 7277
email reception@anglicandnwaorg

 Website www.christianfellowshiptours.com 
Phone: 1300 635 358

By Bishop  
Gary Nelson
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The Diocese of North West Australia seeks to be a safe place for all. If you have a complaint or a question about sexual abuse or inappropriate behaviour please contact the 
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trust, Hope and looking for the Boat!  By Rob Stubbs

While sitting in the Doctor’s room at the end of February 
I listened to the information about how they will investigate 
ways to treat my third run in with cancer.  Then the doctor 
asked me a question (knowing I am an Anglican Minister). 
‘How do you deal with this illness when you are a healer?’  
I replied by asking where the question was coming from.  As 
he deals with patients outlining options for cancer treatment 
some have said to him, “I do not need your Chemotherapy 
or Radiation as I am a follower of Jesus and he will heal me.”  
He then watches on as they slowly die.

Have you heard the story about the man in the flood?   

He is sitting on his veranda 
as a boat comes along.  They 
offer to take him to safety.  
But he says, ‘I’m OK because 
God will save me’.  The water 
level continues to rise and 
the man moves to the roof.

  At that point another boat 
comes by offering help, but 
he responds in the same 
manner and the boat leaves.  
The flood waters keep rising 
forcing the man to retreat to 
the ridge of the house.  

He looks up to see a  
helicopter overhead.  A 
ladder is lowered down with 
instructions to climb so they 
can get him to safety.  He 
waves the helicopter off  
saying God will rescue me.

In the end the man drowns.

As he fronts up in heaven 
he asks God, ‘why didn’t you 
take the opportunity to show 
your might and power by 
saving me from the flood?’ 
God responds with ‘I sent two 
boats and a helicopter, what 
more could I do!’

Let me say, I have no doubt that God heals miraculously.   
We can read testimonies in books of special healing and we 

certainly pray for God’s intervention in the lives of people who 
are ill.  Some people are healed while others go to be with 
our Lord. So why do we sit in a Doctor’s office instead of just 
falling down before God and praying continually for healing?

I think the answer has something to do with understanding 
our place in the world - in a world that’s rejected God. But it’s 
a world that amazingly hasn’t been rejected by God.

A cursory reading of Genesis 1 and 2 will show us the great 
love God has for all he’s created. We read about God 
making man in his own image so that we are perfectly placed 
for a relationship with him.  It’s wonderfully 
pictured for us in the Garden of Eden 
walking with God daily.  Yet when 
we reach Genesis 3 we’re  
confronted with a different 
story.  As a result of  
rebellion God sends 
Adam and Eve out of 
the Garden but not  
before they  
experience his 
loving care for them. 
Genesis 3:21 states: 
‘The LORD God 
made garments of 
skin for Adam and his 
wife and clothed them.’  
Even though they had 
eaten the forbidden fruit, 
were naked and ashamed, 
God’s love reached out to them. 

As I read these events they  
challenge me about how we, as rebels to God, are to live in 
a broken world - how to live building up knowledge to help us 
survive in this world until we return to God.

In 1 Kings 3 we find another clue to why we need wisdom 
on how to cope with this life and all the trials we’ll encounter. 
Solomon comes before God and asks for the wisdom to know 
how to lead God’s people. We read (v.9): 

‘So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your 
people and to distinguish between right and wrong’.

We too must ask for this ‘discerning heart’ so we can  
appropriate the richness that’s in this world.

So how does this apply to the question my Specialist asked 
me?  I know the Doctors in the medical team have my best 
interests at heart.  They’re very clear about what this  
cancer will do to me. But equally clear on how with testing 
and evaluating they can work out a treatment plan allowing 
me to get on with life.  Their wisdom has come from  
generations of mankind doing what Adam was instructed 
to do, ‘work it out in the midst of painful toil’.  I need to put 
some trust in this wisdom that has come from God’s love and 
common grace over the generations. Remember God is still 
concerned for the world he created.  

So why doesn’t he cure my cancer?

Matthew 23:37 helps me to  
appreciate God’s plan even if he 

doesn’t physically heal me. 
We read of Jesus’ desire for 

his people: 

‘O Jerusalem,  
Jerusalem, you who 
kill the prophets and 
stone those sent 
to you, how often 
I have longed to 

gather your children 
together, as a hen 

gathers chicks under 
her wings, but you were 

not willing’.

I have no doubt that God can 
do wonderful things and that He is in 

control.  But for now until Jesus returns I 
need wisdom to deal with the information I have.  So 

I trust that God has placed these very knowledgeable people 
in my life to help me, Jen and the family through this time of  
uncertainty and trial. 

I know God’s love is at the forefront of this time 
and I also know that as sure as I am born I will 
die.  As David McDonald puts it in his book Hope 
beyond cure, ‘I will die of something someday’.

But for now I will trust in my God to guide my steps as I 
travel this journey and I will trust in God for the outcome 
wherever it takes me. 

We currently have two parishes in need of a minister.  
Both are located by the sea - Broome in the northern 
Kimberley region of the diocese; and Dongara, our 
southern most parish in the mid-west.

We consequently have a need for locums in these 
two locations from July.  If you would like to spend 

some time with us in a different type of ministry  
situation then please contact Bishop Gary Nelson at:

Email: bishop@anglicandnwa.org.au
Phone: (08) 9921 7277
Mobile: 0427 222 484

Work it 

out 
in the 
midst 

of 
painful 
toil

days @ gallipoli
During March to May 2015 we, the Day family (David, 

Jenny and Nathanael), embarked on a Gallipoli Cruise.  It 
commemorated the centenary of the landing of the first 
ANZACs onto the Gallipoli battlefield. We sailed on a large 
cruise ship with over 2500 passengers as we retraced 
the steps of the original ANZACs starting in Fremantle, 
then south to Albany, via Sri Lanka and Egypt, and on to 
Gallipoli.

  A week before ANZAC Day, we spent a 
day ashore on the Gallipoli Peninsula  
touring the various battlefields, 
which made what we’d heard from 
War Historians during on-board 
lectures come alive.  While 
touring Lone Pine, we visited the 
grave of a soldier we’d adopted 
and researched in the  
‘Adopt-a-Digger’ program,  
Captain E. Dawson, originally from 
Rylstone NSW, of the 3rd Battalion.

At times, the number of memorials and 
names of the dead was overwhelming - each name with 
a story behind it and filled with potential and a future back 
home in Australia.  On April 25th, ANZAC Day, the ship 
cruised a kilometre off shore, in the Gallipoli Exclusion 
Zone, as the Centenary celebrations took place in Anzac 
Cove and were beamed aboard for all to take part. As we 
reflected on parents, wives and girlfriends who waited for 
their gallant war heroes to return, we’re sure there must 
have been a mixture of anxiety and expectation about the 
future.

The visit to Gallipoli served as a great reminder that our 
Lord Jesus sees each one of us as special and is waiting 
for us to return to Him.  His ‘no-strings’ offer cost the life 
of Jesus the Son, his beloved Son.  Our return into His 
presence is only possible through the Son’s sacrifice for, 
‘Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his 
life for his friends’ (John 15:13) - words echoed back home 
behind the War Memorial at Kalbarri.

David Day
Minister in Charge, Kalbarri

ready for a seachanged O n g A r A B r O O M e



Supporting goSpel  
MiniStry in the north WeSt

PersonAl DetAIls: (please print)

Name:  ..........................................................

Address:  ......................................................

......................................................................

Phone:  .........................................................

Email: ...........................................................

c I want to be a PrAyer PArtner  
Please send me the Northwest Network

c I’m interested in training for MInIstry  
in nWA

c I’d like to discuss servInG in nWA as a..  
 m tentmaker
 m retired Minister
 m Parish Minister

c I want to be a FInAnCIAl PArtner  
Please use my gift for:
Ministry through Bishop’s  

Discretionary Fund
c

Ministry in/for  ..................................... c

My Support will be via, c

•  Electronic Transfer to:
   Diocese of North West Australia ACF  
   BSB 706-001   A/C No. 30003846
   for the amount of $ ..........................

c

or $  ...............  every  .......................
•  Cheque/postal note  
(payable to Diocese of North West Australia)

c Please send me details concerning a  
bequest to the Diocese of NWA.

Website:www.anglicandnwa.org
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A Burr 
favourite

Some old 
hymns continue 
today because 
of their truth and  

power.  One such 
hymn is ‘There Is a  

Fountain Filled with 
Blood’, by William  

Cowper (pronounced ‘Kooper’).

Cowper was born in England in 1731. 
His father was a clergyman while his 
mother was from a well-known family  
of royalty.  As a boy he was physically 
frail and emotionally sensitive.  His 
mother died when he was 6 years old.  
Cowper studied law at an early age 
but before his final exam had a serious 
breakdown and attempted suicide. 
During detention in an asylum he  
happened to read Romans 3:25, 

‘Christ Jesus, whom God put forward 
as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show 
God’s righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins.’

Cowper came into a personal  
relationship with Jesus Christ through 
reading the Bible and knew his sins 
were forgiven. He was 33 years old.

After his conversion Cowper was 
befriended by John Newton (‘Amazing 
Grace’ fame). Together they wrote a 
famous book of hymns which included, 
‘There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood’.

Cowper wrote poetry and is  
considered one of England’s finest 
writers. But it is the hymn, ‘There Is a 
Fountain Filled with Blood’ which  
captures the essence of the Gospel - 
the power of Christ’s complete  
atonement of sin. The hymn is based 
on Zechariah 13:1, 

On that day there shall be a fountain  
opened for the house of David and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to 
cleanse them from sin and  
uncleanness. 

Zechariah looked forward to the day 
when God would do a great work to 
cleanse and restore His people.

Cowper was plagued by depression 
for most of his life and it seems that 
many of his magnificent hymns were 
written after these times.  Despite 
Cowper’s physical frailties God used 
him to remind people of the wonderful 
Gospel - that God forgives sinners 
because Christ was punished in their 
place. God’s justice has been satisfied 
and His forgiveness is received by faith 
in Jesus Christ.

‘There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins
And sinners plunged beneath the flood
Lose all their guilty stains…’

Challenged to serve in northampton
It was a surprise to both of us.  

In March 2013, God lead us to 
Holy Trinity, Northampton, fifty 
kilometres north of Geraldton, to 
assist in ministry there, as BCA 
Co-workers.

We were retirees, wanting to use 
our talents for God’s kingdom, but 
relying very much on God’s grace 
and provision.  Neither of us had 
lived in Western Australia, nor had 
we been involved in ministry  
before, although David had 
completed a Diploma in Bible and 
Mission at Moore College.  But our 
time in Northampton turned out to 
be a gigantic adventure, showered 
with many blessings from God.

The change to a ministry  
lifestyle, allowed us time each 
morning to read God’s Word and to 
pray together; something that we 
had been unable to do consistently 
ever before.  The preparation of 
sermons, Bible studies, services, 
Sunday School lessons and music 
activities, enabled us to spend time 
studying and reflecting on God’s 
Word - a great privilege. 

The outcome was that our faith 

was greatly strengthened.  We 
were fortunate that the town of 
Northampton was very friendly. 
It has an aging population, but a 
great passion for voluntary work. 
Please pray that the Gospel 
continues to be faithfully preached 
there.

In the largest geographic diocese 
of Australia, there are great needs, 
but few resources. To supplement 
his faithful servants, God is calling 
out for more volunteers.  In this, 
God demonstrated that he was in 
control. It was when David became 
quite sick that God seemed to be 
at work most powerfully!  We were 
reminded of Jesus’ words to Paul 
in 2 Corinthians 12:9: “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.”

The Holy Trinity congregation, 
together with visitors, gave us a 
wonderful send-off in January. We 
really miss them all, but we praise 
God for his faithfulness.  He is our 
rock and we pray that we will wait 
faithfully for Him to reveal his plans 
to us and to equip us for the next 
challenges.

Trudy and David Robinson

Andrew Burr
Minister-in-charge, Bluff Point


