
A FeNaClng good time
We arrived in Karratha in time for the annual 

FeNaClng (iron, salt, natural gas) festival  
celebrating life and community in the North 
West.  The Anglican Church runs an  
Angli-burger stall with space to sit and talk, 
plus a baby change tent.  It was so  
encouraging to see church members  
enthusiastically involved in this community 
event.  I also had the privilege of speaking at 
the festival’s church service. The theme was 
hope summed up so well in 1Peter 13f:

Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection from the dead, 
and into an inheritance that can never  
perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is 
kept in heaven for you …

The hope in and through Christ, securing our 
forgiveness before God and eternal life, is the 
only hope worth relying on; 
the only hope to keep us  
going in the midst of life’s 
joys and difficulties.  Friends 
I trust you have this hope 
and are daily rejoicing in it.

Life in the North West 
Living and serving in our diocese presents 

continual challenges – from the pressing 
demands of the climate, to the recurring 
turnover of people.  

Congregations may change by 25-50% 
every year, accompanied by a constant stream 
of farewells.  So our churches are geared to 
outreach just to maintain their numbers, let 
alone grow beyond the previous year.  As a 
result, the diocese remains a mission field 
requiring your support with prayer, gifts, and 
visits, if gospel ministry is to be maintained in 
this remote part of Australia.

Our ethos must be, seeking first the  
Kingdom of God.  A big vision of growing 
people for the kingdom, not simply one’s own 
patch.  God has given us the joy of serving 
him in a difficult area, yet one with amazing 
opportunities as the nations pass through 
whether as miners, short-term residents,  

tourists or  
seafarers.  This 
enables us to 
share the good 
news of Jesus, 
as well as  
nurturing faith 
through the life 
sustaining word 
of God; while 
encouragement 
is given and 
received.

How thankful we are to God for placing us 
here in this part of Australia.  

Yours in Christ’s service
Gary Nelson (Bishop of the North West)
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On the road again!
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I write this from Tom Price – the highest town in WA, under the shadow of Mt Nameless.  
Christine and I are on a six week, 7000km safari visiting our more northerly churches. But what 
a blessing to journey through the spectacular country of North West Australia.  How thankful 
to God for such a blessing!  Yet the greater blessing comes from meeting the saints in the 
churches and spending time with ministers and their families.  We are very grateful for their 
faithfulness and perseverance. 

A local government council meeting 
I attended recently brought to light the 
way many in our society simply don’t 
want certain ‘types’ of people located 
anywhere near them.  I detected a strong 
sense in that room that once someone 
had transgressed certain social norms, 
they should be cast from society, never 
to return.  It was as if such people were 
considered to have no inherent value on 
account of their personal history.

Several hours before, I had been  
wandering around Greenough Regional 
Prison where I have been the  
co-ordinating chaplain for the last six 
years.  This facility is located just south 
of Geraldton.  It houses over 300 inmates 

from all around Western Australia,  
including the second biggest women’s 
muster in the state.  What I see before 
me as I visit each unit within Greenough 
is typical of many of the problems facing 
society at large;  racism and prejudice, 
personal and family brokenness,  
loneliness and isolation, along with 
anger, meaninglessness and guilt.  I see 
both victims and perpetrators of domestic  
violence and those whose lives have 
been tainted by alcohol and drug abuse.  
However, trapped within the confines of 
each unit I see fathers and mothers, sons 
and daughters, husbands and wives, 
friends and neighbours.

But I also see something more than 

this. I see individuals who have been 
made in the image of God. I see the lost 
who Jesus came to seek.  I see people 
whose sins Jesus came to die for, that 
they may be free.  So as their chaplain, 
I sit and listen to their personal stories.  
I share the good news of Jesus Christ 
coming to forgive them of their sins.  I 
seek to love, as Christ loved us.

Please pray for all those who are  
behind these physical bars, that they 
may discover ‘the Lord’s favour’.  Pray 
that these prisoners would be set ‘free’ 
in the deepest sense.  Free of that which 
drove them to crime. Free to be loved 
by God. Free in turn to love Him and to 
serve others.

Website:www.anglicandnwa.org

Setting the prisoner free
by Rev David Hilton

Reaching the Seafarer
by Ian McGilvray, Chaplain, Dampier Seafarers’ Centre

Once a year on the second  
Sunday in July, the Church comes  
together to remember seafarers 
and to pray for them, their families 
and the ministry of the Mission 
to Seafarers around the world.  
Why do we set this day aside for 
seafarers? 

Not so long ago we were more 
aware of our seafaring heritage, 
the majority of the Australian 
population lived in port regions 
and many families were involved 
in some way with importing and 
distributing goods from overseas 
countries or were involved in  
producing and exporting  
Australian products. These days 
we tend to be far removed from 
this process and we forget that 
seafarers still transport more than 
ninety percent of the food and 
goods we use every day. As a 
consequence, these one and a 
half million hardworking men and 
women are often forgotten and 
invisible to most people.

A life at sea can be tough,  
dangerous and lonely. Seafarers  
work long hours and navigate 
through some of the world’s most 
dangerous waters; each year over 

a thousand seafarers lose their 
lives from shipwreck, storms, falls 
and piracy, while thousands more 
are injured and no longer able to 
support their families.

Our missions in Geraldton, 
Dampier and Port Hedland  
recognize the difficulties that 
these seafarers are facing and the 
importance of providing a warm 
and friendly environment far away 
from family support.  No matter 
what problem a seafarer has, they 
know they can turn to us for  
assistance.  But most of all we 
seek to introduce them to our 
Lord Jesus Christ so that when 
their lives are being battered and 
threatened by the storms of life 
they are able to turn to Him in 
confidence knowing that He is 
able to give them peace in the 
midst of  their troubles.

Sea Sunday, gives us time to 
pause to remember that as long 
as we have ships and seafarers 
there will always be a need for our 
Seafarers’ Centres to reach out 
with love, understanding,  
compassion and most of all, the 
good news of Jesus Christ.  
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A NW ‘Macedonian’ call - can you help us?

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
The Diocese of North West Australia seeks to be a safe place for all. If you have a complaint or a question about sexual abuse or inappropriate behaviour please contact the 

Director of Professional Standards: Tracie Chambers-Clark (JP) Phone:  (08) 9325 7455 Email: tchambers-clark@perth.anglican.org

As we drove into Broome on the 
15th of February this year the  
questions swirled in our head. What 
would our house be like? Would we 
be able to survive the hot wet-season 
weather? Would we actually be of any 
use in growing God’s church among 
Aboriginal people in the Kimberley? 
Feelings of uncertainty blended with 
feelings of relief. After more than two 
years of praying and planning we had 
finally arrived in Broome to begin  
serving as CMS missionaries  
alongside Aboriginal people in the 
Kimberley.

God has been very kind to us in our 
first six months in the North West. 
People at Broome Anglican Church 
and Broome People’s Church have 
welcomed us warmly. Our network of 
friendships with Aboriginal people in 
Broome is slowly growing and every 
week our understanding of cultural 
and communication differences  
expands. It’s exciting that many  
Aboriginal people in Broome are eager 
to gather with other Christians and 
want to understand God’s word.  
Our two boys have adjusted  
enthusiastically to our new life and 
we’re very thankful for our daughter 
Emily who was born safely at the end 

of June. We also feel very blessed 
to be working in partnership with Tim 
and Kathy Mildenhall who have many 
years of experience of proclaiming the 
good news about Jesus in Broome.

Of course there have been a few 
challenges too! What is the best way 
to spend our time? How do we  
balance family and work in a healthy 
way? How do we deal with feelings of 
uselessness when we don’t know what 
to do? How do we cope with never  
really knowing what people are  
thinking? How do we love people who 
experience brokenness and pain that 
we can’t even begin to understand? 
How do we communicate well with our 
CMS support base? The good thing 
about all these challenges 
is that they force us to live 
out our belief that God is in 
control of all things and that 
he uses easily smashed 
clay pots to do what he 
wants for his glory.

We long for God’s church 
among Aboriginal people 
in Broome to grow strong. 
We want more people to be 
assured that their future is 

secure because of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. We want to see  
Aboriginal Christians living ‘salt and 
light’ lives and passing on the hope 
they have to their friends and  
family. We’re praying that God will 
bring young Aboriginal men and  
women into his family and grow them 
to be mature shepherds of God’s 
people. As we do our little bit towards 
these goals can you please pray that 
God will help us be ever-learning, 
patient, faithful, humble and loving 
ambassadors for him.  

Chris and Karen Webb are CMS 
missionaries in Broome working in  
partnership with the Anglican Diocese 
of the North West.
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Friends, we have a continuing need for your partnership 
in the gospel as the mission isn’t complete. Our ministers 
and church families value your support for their life and 
ministry.  We thank God for you as you share in our  
mission to the North West. 

But perhaps your circumstances have 
changed, or you feel strongly about the  
challenge of gospel work and would like to 
further share in our mission.  Here are 4 ways 
to help:

Keep praying
This is such an important  

ministry for it is God’s work only done in his 
strength.  Please use our prayer diary on a 
regular basis.  Consider contacting by email, 
text message or phone call those you pray 
for to encourage and thank them.  Could you 
pray for our needs at your church, or in a 
small group, or over coffee with a few friends?

plan a visit
We are very encouraged when people visit 

our region; it’s wonderful to meet those who 
are praying for us.  So why not plan for a  
holiday in the north west!  Or, take long  
service leave over here to share with a church 
family and their ministry in a remote/mining 
community like Paraburdoo or Newman (you 
don’t even need a passport or visa).

The BCA nomad program is another very 
helpful way to support our churches (please 
note, grandparents are greatly appreciated 
in many mining towns).  Perhaps you could 
organise a mission team to run a holiday  
children’s club, or outreach activity in towns 
like Broome, Wickham or Kununurra. 

our Mission to Seafarers’ centres are always looking 
for extra volunteers (about 6,000 seafarers monthly come 
through our Geraldton, Dampier and Port Hedland  
missions).

offer for service 
Are you able to offer for ministry in the 

diocese?  We’re always looking for mission 
hearted ministers willing to sacrifice for the 
gospel.  There are many opportunities for self-
funded ministers, children workers or evange-
lists (contact the bishop for more information).

Can you relocate, taking a job in the 
north west aiming to assist the local 
church?

Could you work part-time offering a day 
or two for church ministry?

We also have an urgent need for someone 
with book-keeping/accountancy skills to help 
us in our diocesan office (no money, but a  
terrific office environment and fellowship).

Share your resources
Our diocese is a mission field with an  

ongoing need for financial support.  We are  
very grateful for all the gifts we receive. Some 
of our current projects include youth ministry, 
rural chaplaincy and support for small town 
churches like Shark Bay.  You can find details 
about how you can give on the back page of 
this network.

As many of our parishes are supported by 
BCA, then giving to BCA will assist in  
providing for ministry in the north west.

Friends, thank you for your prayerful interest 
and loving support for gospel ministry to the 
nations in the diocese of North West Australia. 

Bringing the Gospel

Building God’s Church
CMS serves in partnership with churches 

and organisations to grow ‘a world that 
knows Jesus’.
Our Vision Towards 2020 is three fold: 
• to reach gospel-poor peoples for Christ.
• to equip Christian leaders for church and 

society.
• to engage churches in cross-cultural  

mission.

We are delighted to be partners with the 
Diocese of North West Australia as together 
we seek ‘to equip Christian leaders for 
church and society’ in the Kimberley  
Region. It was a great joy to commission 
the Webbs for this ministry during our  
January Summer School this year.  

For many years the diocese has been 
wanting to build God’s church within the 
communities of our indigenous brethren 
and the prayers of many have been that the 

great work of a few will multiply.
CMS has been working in the Northern 

Territory in various ministries for many 
years. It is now wonderful to see God’s  
answer to our prayers in North West 
Australia as we seek to identify and train 
Christian leaders to perpetuate the growth 
of God’s church in the Kimberley region.  
Thank you for your partnership in this work.

Revd Ray Arthur 
General Secretary, CMS WA

Top Photo: Tim Mildenhall & Chris Webb at Bible study with Mark (left) & Danny (right) from Broome People’s Church.
Bottom Photo: Chris & Karen Webb with Daniel, Ezra and Emily.

We
thank
god 
for you as 

you 
share in

our
mission
to the 
north West

Chris is marked by keen gospel vision, insight into cross cultural needs, but 
most of all by a humility that comes from personally knowing Jesus.  What a joy 
it is to be shoulder to shoulder with this family. 

  Archdeacon Tim Mildenhall, Broome Anglican Church

“ “

Chasing Chickens
October 1st will be one year since 

Jess, Percy and I crossed the country 
to join the team in Geraldton as minister 
to Children, Youth and Young Adults. 
When I look at my son I am reminded 
how much has changed in that time. 
When we left Melbourne, Percy was 
four months old; immobile, placid,  
content to lie around and smile. He is 
now on his feet, active, running,  
chasing chickens and as of last week, 
climbing our dining room table!

This is an apt illustration of how  
ministry in Geraldton has been. When 
we first arrived, it felt very slow.  
Understanding a new culture, meeting 
new people, finding new cafés, and 
learning new routines all took so much 
time. However, looking back I now see 
this as invaluable. By God’s grace and 
providence, we have seen a number of 

ministries grow in the last few months, 
and I now feel like I am on my feet and 
running (not with my head cut off!), with  
a clear direction and great people 
around me.

Our youth group, Regenerate, tripled 
last term, with many coming who don’t 
attend church. I am deeply encouraged 
by the leaders and core youth who are 
eager to serve and grow as followers of 
Jesus. We have also begun a Sunday 
afternoon Bible study where we are 
learning about knowing and sharing the 
gospel in everyday life. 

In our ministry to children, we are  
currently planning a holiday kids club 
for October. We are hoping and praying 
we are a blessing to our local community, 
while building relationships with families 
and proclaiming Jesus Christ.

One of the most encouraging new 
ventures has been the commencement 
of Music and Movement  

(http://musicandmovement.com.au) - a 
ministry to parents and carers of young 
children. It started in term two this year, 
and some weeks up to 15 children 
come. Yet, what brings me so much 
joy is that Jess and a number of other 
women, by their own initiative, started 
the programme with great effort, love 
and creativity.  

We are thankful to God that he has 
brought us to the North West. It is a 
joy to serve the gospel and be a part 
of growing God’s people here. As you 
pray for us remember to:
• Thank God for the youth and children 

who come to the cathedral
• Pray for more leaders for children and 

youth ministries
• Pray that families will come to know 

Christ through the holiday kids  
programme

Rev Sam Morton, Geraldton
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outreach just to maintain their numbers, let 
alone grow beyond the previous year.  As a 
result, the diocese remains a mission field 
requiring your support with prayer, gifts, and 
visits, if gospel ministry is to be maintained in 
this remote part of Australia.

Our ethos must be, seeking first the  
Kingdom of God.  A big vision of growing 
people for the kingdom, not simply one’s own 
patch.  God has given us the joy of serving 
him in a difficult area, yet one with amazing 
opportunities as the nations pass through 
whether as miners, short-term residents,  

tourists or  
seafarers.  This 
enables us to 
share the good 
news of Jesus, 
as well as  
nurturing faith 
through the life 
sustaining word 
of God; while 
encouragement 
is given and 
received.

How thankful we are to God for placing us 
here in this part of Australia.  

Yours in Christ’s service
Gary Nelson (Bishop of the North West)

Supporting goSpel MiniStry 
in the north WeSt

perSonal DetailS: (please print)

Name: .....................................................................

Address: .................................................................

................................................................................

Phone: ....................................................................

Email: .....................................................................

c i want to be a prayer partner
Please send me the Northwest Network

c i’m interested in training for MiniStry in nWa

c i’d like to discuss Serving in nWa as a ...
m tentmaker
m retired Minister
m Parish Minister

c i want to be a Financial partner
Please use my gift for:
Parish ministry in ....................................... c
Ministry in the diocese  
(Diocesan Ministry Fund) c

Youth Ministry c

Rural Chaplaincy c

Bishop’s Discretionary Fund c
Bishop’s Support  
(capital of the See Fund) c
Buildings and maintenance 
(formerly Outback Church Foundation) c
My Support will be via,
•  Electronic Transfer to :
   Diocese of North West Australia ACF  
   BSB 706-001   A/C No. 30003508
   for the amount of $..................................

c

   Or $ ...................... every ....................... c
•  Cheque/postal note  
   (payable to Diocese of North West  
   Australia)

c

c Please send me details concerning a bequest  
to the Diocese of NWA.

  The AnglicAn church of norTh WesT AusTrAliA
Po Box 2783, geraldton WA 6531. Ph (08) 9921 7277 email reception@anglicandnwa.org
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On the road again!
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I write this from Tom Price – the highest town in WA, under the shadow of Mt Nameless.  
Christine and I are on a six week, 7000km safari visiting our more northerly churches. But what 
a blessing to journey through the spectacular country of North West Australia.  How thankful 
to God for such a blessing!  Yet the greater blessing comes from meeting the saints in the 
churches and spending time with ministers and their families.  We are very grateful for their 
faithfulness and perseverance. 

A local government council meeting 
I attended recently brought to light the 
way many in our society simply don’t 
want certain ‘types’ of people located 
anywhere near them.  I detected a strong 
sense in that room that once someone 
had transgressed certain social norms, 
they should be cast from society, never 
to return.  It was as if such people were 
considered to have no inherent value on 
account of their personal history.

Several hours before, I had been  
wandering around Greenough Regional 
Prison where I have been the  
co-ordinating chaplain for the last six 
years.  This facility is located just south 
of Geraldton.  It houses over 300 inmates 

from all around Western Australia,  
including the second biggest women’s 
muster in the state.  What I see before 
me as I visit each unit within Greenough 
is typical of many of the problems facing 
society at large;  racism and prejudice, 
personal and family brokenness,  
loneliness and isolation, along with 
anger, meaninglessness and guilt.  I see 
both victims and perpetrators of domestic  
violence and those whose lives have 
been tainted by alcohol and drug abuse.  
However, trapped within the confines of 
each unit I see fathers and mothers, sons 
and daughters, husbands and wives, 
friends and neighbours.

But I also see something more than 

this. I see individuals who have been 
made in the image of God. I see the lost 
who Jesus came to seek.  I see people 
whose sins Jesus came to die for, that 
they may be free.  So as their chaplain, 
I sit and listen to their personal stories.  
I share the good news of Jesus Christ 
coming to forgive them of their sins.  I 
seek to love, as Christ loved us.

Please pray for all those who are  
behind these physical bars, that they 
may discover ‘the Lord’s favour’.  Pray 
that these prisoners would be set ‘free’ 
in the deepest sense.  Free of that which 
drove them to crime. Free to be loved 
by God. Free in turn to love Him and to 
serve others.

Website:www.anglicandnwa.org

Setting the prisoner free
by Rev David Hilton

Reaching the Seafarer
by Ian McGilvray, Chaplain, Dampier Seafarers’ Centre

Once a year on the second  
Sunday in July, the Church comes  
together to remember seafarers 
and to pray for them, their families 
and the ministry of the Mission 
to Seafarers around the world.  
Why do we set this day aside for 
seafarers? 

Not so long ago we were more 
aware of our seafaring heritage, 
the majority of the Australian 
population lived in port regions 
and many families were involved 
in some way with importing and 
distributing goods from overseas 
countries or were involved in  
producing and exporting  
Australian products. These days 
we tend to be far removed from 
this process and we forget that 
seafarers still transport more than 
ninety percent of the food and 
goods we use every day. As a 
consequence, these one and a 
half million hardworking men and 
women are often forgotten and 
invisible to most people.

A life at sea can be tough,  
dangerous and lonely. Seafarers  
work long hours and navigate 
through some of the world’s most 
dangerous waters; each year over 

a thousand seafarers lose their 
lives from shipwreck, storms, falls 
and piracy, while thousands more 
are injured and no longer able to 
support their families.

Our missions in Geraldton, 
Dampier and Port Hedland  
recognize the difficulties that 
these seafarers are facing and the 
importance of providing a warm 
and friendly environment far away 
from family support.  No matter 
what problem a seafarer has, they 
know they can turn to us for  
assistance.  But most of all we 
seek to introduce them to our 
Lord Jesus Christ so that when 
their lives are being battered and 
threatened by the storms of life 
they are able to turn to Him in 
confidence knowing that He is 
able to give them peace in the 
midst of  their troubles.

Sea Sunday, gives us time to 
pause to remember that as long 
as we have ships and seafarers 
there will always be a need for our 
Seafarers’ Centres to reach out 
with love, understanding,  
compassion and most of all, the 
good news of Jesus Christ.  
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