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My journey to the Diocese of  
north West Australia began when i  
was at Moore college. David Mulready,  
Bishop of the Diocese at that time, came 
to Moore urging students to consid-
er ministry in the north West. i was a 
candidate for ordination in sydney, so i 
couldn’t respond to the call right away, 
but his presentation stayed with me. he 
said it was hard to get ministers to go 
to the north West and i thought, ‘Why 
shouldn’t i go?’

i didn’t expect to go as soon as we  
did. My wife Karen is canadian and so 
after five years as an Assistant Minister  
in cronulla and Kurnell, i looked for a 
ministry position in her country.  
however, the evangelical Anglicans in 
canada currently have more ministers 
than they know what to do with, and they 
didn’t have a position for me. so i started 
looking elsewhere, and one of the people i 
contacted was gary nelson. i didn’t know 
whether he’d have anything for me or 
not, but i figured it couldn’t hurt to ask, 
especially since i already knew him a bit 

(he was working at Moore while i was 
studying there).

 gary told me he had a vacancy in 
Broome. he was up-front about the 
challenges it would involve (e.g. heat, 
remoteness) so at first i wasn’t too  
sure. But i figured i’d ring a bunch of 
Broome’s previous ministers to get their 
impressions, and the more conversations 
i had the more excited i grew (along with 
my wife) about coming here.

 The church family in Broome have 
given us a very warm welcome, and i’m 
really encouraged by their enthusiasm 
for the gospel. i’m also very happy to be 
in a diocese that upholds the authority of 
god’s word, and in which the ministers 
really seem to look out for each other 
(each minister i’ve met or spoken with 
on the phone has been very supportive). 
from that wonderful starting point, and 
with a lot of help from god, we’re looking 
forward to doing what we can to help 
make disciples in this beautiful part of the 
world.

Broome or bust 
by Michael Baines -  Minister in Charge Broome

BCA returns 
to Bluff Point

The Bush church Aid society of  
Australia (BcA) is delighted to announce 
that we are once again supporting 
ministry in Bluff Point with the recent 
appointment of the reverend roger and 
Mrs Amanda Kyngdon. 

BcA last supported ministry in Bluff 
Point from 2006 – 2008 when graeme 
Middlewick (and his wife rachael) served 
the parish as Assistant Minister.

roger and Amanda Kyngdon – along 
with their three children Ada (3), eliza 
(18 months) and Benjamin (born March 
8) – were commissioned to serve at Bluff 
Point Anglican in mid-february as part of 
a BcA Ministry Training Arrangement.

roger, who was previously the Youth 
and children’s Minister at Windsor  
Anglican church in sydney, had always 
hoped to move to Western Australia to 
further his ministry and be closer to  
Amanda’s side of the family.  Amanda’s 
family have a long association with the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anglican church.  her grandfather, The 
rt revd howell Witt, was the Bishop of 
north West Australia from 1965 to 1981.

roger grew up in a christian family 
and his father geoff was at one time the 
assistant to the Bishop of Wollongong.  
“i always knew that being a christian 
and having a relationship with god was 
something really important,” says roger.   
“After completing my primary teaching 
degree, a minister encouraged me to do 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 training with him, or as he called it  
– career diversion therapy.   After i 
completed that training i went to Moore 
college to pursue further study.”  

“under god this new appointment 
represents an exciting step forward in 
advancing BcA’s current priorities,” says 
national Director Mark short.  “The  
Kyngdons’ position reflects our desire to 
see a new generation of christian leaders 

continued on page 2...



the rush, rush  
of everyday life!

2016 has opened with quite a rush for me - i have spent 
more time away than at home.  There have been trips to  
cMs summer schools; speaking at churches in the east and 
in Perth; visiting parishes within the diocese; preaching at 
theological colleges; and attending the national bishops’ 
meeting in clare, south Australia.  After easter there will be 
more visits to churches in the diocese, plus the fund raising 
cruise hosted by christian fellowship Tours.  

sometimes it’s easy to feel like a paper boat caught on the 
evening tide - tossed around wondering if the next surge will 
sink you.  During these times the smallest task can seem like 
climbing Mt everest.  But how can we be refreshed?  only by 
tuning into god’s word, taking hold of his perspective, plan 
and purposes.  so i found myself returning once more to a 
passage i find encouraging and challenging - Matthew 935-38.  

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
sickness.  36 When he saw the crowds, he had  
compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  37 Then he  
said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest,  
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’
Jesus’ public ministry has begun and people are  

experiencing blessing from him.  Just before this  
passage Matthew records an amazing incident … Jesus 
releases a man from the power of an evil spirit (927ff).  Yet the 
religious leaders regard Jesus’ action as ultimately deriving 
from the devil - they effectively turn a blind eye to the good 
Jesus has done (934).  so in the midst of this opposition 
Jesus presses on - he continues to proclaim the gospel of the 
kingdom.  As he does, a window into kingdom life is opened 
as Jesus heals every disease and sickness.  What an  
encouraging reminder to keep on in gospel mission - Paul 
writes a similar word of encouragement in 2 corinthians 41: 

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this 
ministry, we do not lose heart. 
Please pray for us here in the north West as we experience 

times of rushing; of feeling the pressure from the constant 
movement of people; of struggling with isolation and limited 
resources - that we will not give up on proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom.  But this passage from Matthew 9 also 
reminds us of the compassion of Jesus - he sees the crowds 
as harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  
every time i face these words i’m challenged about my own 
compassion - am i filled with love and care for the people i 
meet and share life with?  Am i concerned that they come to 
know our wonderful lord and saviour Jesus?

friends thank you for your fellowship in the gospel. Please 
keep praying that the Lord of the harvest will send out  
workers into his harvest field - especially the harvest field  
of north West Australia.

training with him, or as he called it – career diversion therapy.    
After i completed that training i went to Moore college to  
pursue further study.”  

“under god this new appointment represents an exciting step 
forward in advancing BcA’s current priorities,” says national  
Director Mark short.  “The Kyngdons’ position reflects our 
desire to see a new generation of christian leaders for the bush.  
We are so thankful to god for the generosity of our supporters 
that has made this appointment possible.”

PS: We are so thankful for BCA’s assistance in establishing 
our first minister training position.  The Kygndons will 
be based at Bluff Point for two years with Roger meeting 
monthly with the Bishop for further training as preparation  
for serving elsewhere in the diocese.  A special thankyou 
to the parishioners of Bluff Point who are sacrificially 
giving towards this project.

For further information on BCA, contact the National Office - 
ph: (02) 9262 5017; Em: mark.short@bushchurchaid.com.au

BCA returns to Bluff Point continues...

Locum snapshot 
By The Rev Robert & Jenny Stubbs

Being asked to return to the north West Diocese as a 
locum is a great way to support the Diocese, especially after 
leaving the Parish of Dongara-Mingenew.  We are able to 
continue learning about sharing the gospel in remote areas.

gary & nikki Alexander are on their well-deserved long 
service leave and so we are here in this scenic town of 
Kununurra, which is over 3,000 kilometres from Perth and 
4,000 kilometres from sydney.  As we are in town for around 
six weeks, it enables us to understand the social fabric of the  
community rather than just passing through as a tourist. 
Before we arrived, we knew that we needed to be willing to  
fit in with the church and local community, and so spent time 
preparing - that is: sermon series, kid’s talks, and learning a 
little about the town community.

A lot of our time is spent house-sitting, chatting with  
people in the church and in the community, encouraging 
church members in their ministries, going to the Bible  
studies, supporting  pastoral care and hospitality plus sharing 
the gospel with those we meet. The church community are 
able to feel supported and not isolated while gary & nikki are 
away.

coming as a locum means that we also gain. We see 
more of the beauty of our Australian landscape, such as lake 
Argyle, ord river system and the Kimberley area. We enjoy 
the local coffee shops and activities (although it is a bit hot 
for playing golf in the Wet season). We learn and develop 
new skills for ministry. We are humbled by experiencing  
other people’s needs as they face life’s challenges in this 
town. on our return home to nsW, we can share about the 
needs of the north West and know their prayer requests.

finally, the great blessing is having the privilege to share 
in people’s lives outside of our own comfort zone.  We are 
reminded in Matthew 9:38 to “Ask the lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

What a day!! clear blue skies, refreshing ocean breeze and  
panoramic coastal view followed by the interior of gerringong 
Anglican church – but the warm fellowship more than made up  
for the location change.  on March 12th some 40 or so people 
who had served in the north West came together for a reunion.  
We had people who served in the 1960s like Bill lawton (Mullewa) 
as well as those who served in more recent times such as the 
Mildenhalls (Broome).  

Parishes represented ranged from Kununurra (Johnsons); 
through the hot interior of newman (Wilsons) and Paraburdoo 
(Brains & rothwells) and the wonderful Mt Magnet (frances); plus 
coastal towns including Broome (fords, o’Maras, Thompsons), 
exmouth (edwards,) and shark Bay (fairbairns, reeces).  And we 

couldn’t neglect the deep south of Mingenew (gowings), nor the 
far north of Wyndham (McDougalls).  Many who attended served 
in locum capacities including the smarts, Mathesons and  
Mirringtons.  

What a privilege to be part of such a group of servant hearted 
men and women.

i am very thankful to the north West’s former bishop David 
Mulready and his wife Maureen for organising the reunion  
(perhaps it could become a tradition as an annual event!).   
Thanks must also be extended to the volunteers from the  
gerringong parish who served us so well from the kitchen -  
wonderful food, tea, coffee and cold drinks.  

Mark short, national director of 
BcA, joined us representing the many 
people through the years who have 
supported gospel ministry in the 
north West as field staff, pray-ers, 
donors or nomads.

This ‘elite’ band is worth joining so 
please contact me if you would like to 
serve in the north West in a full-time 
capacity or as locums or encouragers.  
it was a very rejuvenating day for this 
weary bishop.

A rejuvenating reunion By Bishop Gary Nelson

i am excited to be coming to the nW!  i am looking forward to 
seeing a part of Australia that i have never been to before and i am 
looking forward to serving the people of Karratha as a locum. 

first, a bit about myself. i am married to Barb and we have three 
married children, and a growing tribe of grandchildren, 11 at the 
last count. i have been in ministry in sydney in various capacities 
for over 35 years, the latest in pastoral ministry at northmead  
Anglican church for almost 20 years. A couple of years ago we 
retired (early) to Albury, where we are actively engaged in our 
church’s ministry. i have also recently returned from a short term 
training trip to india, where i was teaching pastors from rural 
churches. i have been engaged in this ministry in india and east 
Africa since 2009.

i am looking forward to exploring and getting to know a new 
place and a new community. My hope is that as we meet new  
people, we will make new friends and that we will be able to  
minister to god’s people in the church at Karratha as well as the 
wider community. i am looking forward to teaching god’s Word, 
and to encouraging others from his Word, both in sunday  
gatherings and during the week as we have opportunity. 

i hope there is a great coffee shop in Karratha too! A great place 
to meet up with people to chat, read god’s Word and pray together.

Barb keeps reminding me that we make our plans, but it is the 
lord who directs our steps and so we commit to him whatever we 
do (Proverbs 16:9 and 3). And so we will engage in this ministry, 
trusting in the lord Jesus and depending on his strength.

First time locum in the Nw By The Rev George and Barb May

PhoToS  Top Right: Rob & Jenny with Glendon & Cathy Mckay and their children, who moved from NSW to support Gary & Nikki’s ministry in Kununurra.  Bottom Right: Rev George & Barb May



suPPortiNg gosPeL  
MiNistry iN the North west

pErsONAl DEtAils: (please print)

name:  ..........................................................................................

Address:  .......................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Phone:  ..........................................................................................

email:  ...........................................................................................

c i want to be a prAyEr pArtNEr  
Please send me the northwest network

c i’m interested in training for MiNistry in NWA

c i’d like to discuss sErviNg in NWA as a..    
m tentmaker
 m retired Minister
 m Parish Minister

c i want to be a FiNANCiAl pArtNEr  
please use my gift for:
Ministry through Bishop’s Discretionary fund c

Ministry in/for  ........................................................ c

My support will be via, c

•  Electronic Transfer to:
   Diocese of north West Australia Acf  
   BsB 706-001   A/c no. 30003846
   for the amount of $ ..............................................

c

or $  .......................  every  .....................................

•  Cheque/postal note (payable to Diocese of north West Australia)

c please send me details concerning a bequest to the 
Diocese of NWA.

prOFEssiONAl stANDArDs
The Diocese of north West Australia seeks to be a safe place for all. if you have a complaint or a question about sexual abuse or inappropriate behaviour please contact the  

Director of Professional Standards:  tracie Chambers-Clark (Jp) phone: (08) 9325 7455  Email: tchambers-clark@perth.anglican.org

A unique opportunity 
The diocese currently has three Mission to seafarers centres -  

geraldton, Dampier and Port hedland.  These are served by chaplains, 
paid staff and volunteers ministering to over 6000 seafarers per month.  
let’s hear from some of those involved at the centres.

pOrt HEDlAND… Maria writes
garry south (associate chaplain) had the opportunity to visit a 

sick seafarer in hospital.  While at anchorage this seafarer  
experienced horrific burns to his hand.  But due to a policy 
change this man had to wait until the ship docked.  Allan Mower 
(senior chaplain) took up this case with the operations manager  
in Perth.  Advocacy is one of the many areas chaplains are 
involved with.  As a result an interim solution now operates for 
on-board emergencies.

DAMpiEr 
last year over 100,000 seafarers visited the port of Dampier. 

ian Mcgilvray (chaplain) recently visited a ship at anchor whose 
crew hadn’t been ashore for many months.  Amazingly, ian was 
asked to conduct a prayer service for a crew who didn’t have a 
single christian on board!  he left gospels of John for each crew  
member.  We pray they’ll read John’s gospel and come into a 
saving knowledge of our lord Jesus christ. 

gErAlDtON
christine has been a volunteer in the Mission centre.  she  

comments:
sometimes i am asked, ‘what is your religion’? (chinese  

seafarers).  so in turn i asked, ‘what is your religion?’ as an 
opportunity to speak of christ.

i had an in depth conversation with a young chinese  
seafarer about the christian faith.  he gave me his email to 
link him to another christian, but my email was blocked.  it’s 
apparent how precious these face to face opportunities are.

Many seafarers take evangelistic booklets or portions of 
scripture in their own language. Booklets that begin with the 
difficulties of sea going life are very popular.  The seafarers 
love to share pictures of their wives and children, and quite 
often talk about worries concerning their families.  They 
were always thankful when i said, ‘i will pray for them’.

The Mission also offers a place for joyful conversations  
with christian seafarers from all countries. i am sure it’s 
encouraging for them to be in a friendly, christian  
environment; and, where people are keen to talk about 
their faith in Jesus.  We trust these times will help them as 
they live and speak their faith in the confines of the ship’s 
community.

friends, the Mission to seafarers is a challenging, but incredible  
opportunity to minister to people in the midst of a hard life.  Many who 
come to our centres meet few or no christians, so it’s a privilege to be 
part of this outreach.  

if you are interested in serving as a chaplain please contact Bishop 
gary.  We are in urgent need for three chaplains to replace those  
retiring over the next 6-12 months.


