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Dear sisters and brothers 

This afternoon the Right Reverend Dr Sarah Macneil, Bishop of Grafton, emailed the Australian 

bishops advising as follows: 

"A media statement (capy attached) is being released this afternoan advising that the farmer 
Bishop of Grafton, Keith Slater, has been deposed from holy orders, following 0 

recommendation from the Professional Standards Board of the Diocese of Grafton. 

The Professional Standards Board considered the fitness of the former Bishop of Grofton, 
Keith Slater, for office, given his systematic failure to comply with professional standards and 
protocols, particularly in responding bath to allegatians of abuse at the North Coost 
Children's Home in Lismore during the period 1940 -1980 and to claims for compensotion. 
These matters were the subject of a case study by the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 

This will be a challenging time far the Diocese of Grofton, not least because of people's 
differing responses to the outcome. I would ask your proyers for all those involved." 

Please remember in your prayers all who have suffered harm as a result of abuses especially the 

survivors and those close to them. Please also remember Keith and Lorraine and their family as they 

come to terms with the consequences of this decision. 

Please also continue to encourage people with information about abuse in the church to come 

forward and make it known so that proper care can be provided and action taken. The church must 

be a safe place for all who seek its ministry. 

With the assurance of my prayers for you. 

Yours in Christ 

The Most Reverend Or Phillip Aspinall 

Archbishop of Brisbane 

SI. Martin's House. 373 Ann Street, (G.r.o. BOX 421, Brisbane, 4001). Ph: (07) 3835 2222 Fax: (0713832 5030. 
[mail: archbishop@anglicanchurchsq.org.au 



THE ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF GRAFTON 

Anglican Diocese of Grafton 
Media Statement 

Former Bishop Removed from Holy Orders 

A former bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Grafton has been removed from holy 
orders on the recommendation of an independent Professional Standards Board. 

Keith Slater had been Bishop of Grafton for 10 years until his resignation in May, 
2013. 

The deposition means Mr Slater no longer holds any ordained position, role or status 
within the Anglican Church of Australia and returns to being a lay member of the 
church. 

The recommendation follows a hearing by the Board, headed by former Supreme 
Court judge, the Hon. Mr Moreton Rolle QC. 

The hearing related to the diocesan response to allegations of abuse at the North 
Coast Children's Home in Lismore during the period 1940-1980 and claims for 
compensation. 

The hearing followed findings by the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse and evidence given at the hearing by Mr Slater. 

The Board's recommendation was directed to the Diocesan Bishop, the Right 
Reverend Or Sarah Macneil. 

Or Macneil adopted the recommendation and informed Mr Slater of his removal, or 
deposition, from holy orders. 

Under church law there is no avenue of appeal. 

The choice of recommendations available to the Board varied from counselling to 
loss of all standing as an ordained person within the Anglican Church of Australia. 

Earlier this year a former Registrar of the Diocese, Patrick Comben, also was 
removed from holy orders following his appearance at the Royal Commission 
investigating issues relating to the NCCH. 

News Editors Please Note: 
As this announcement represents closure of this matter 

no further comment will be made by the Diocese. 

For Further Informal/on 
Vivian Hoskins, 02·66572860 

Embraclns the Spirit 
of Christ In our time 


